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Homework is an integral part of all children’s' learning and is an incredibly valuable assessment tool for teachers
which allow the teachers to set realistic assessment for learning targets. It is therefore expected from the school
that there be supervision by parents, but minimal parental input and that the time frames are strictly adhered to
and not extended, this is crucial as it helps with preparation for timed assessments later and is a clear indicator
of what the children can achieve. As a school we also expect set homework to be attempted or completed in
every instance

Aims
Through this policy, we aim to:

e Ensure that parents are clear about what their child is expected to do.
e Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school.
e To use homework as a tool to help continue to raise standards of attainment.

e Reinforce classroom learning and enable children to realise that learning can take place outside the
school environment.

e Improve the quality of the learning experience offered to pupils and to extend it beyond the classroom
environment.

e Provide opportunities for parents, children and the school to work together in partnership in relation to
children’s learning.

e Encourage children and their parents to share and enjoy learning experiences.
e Encourage children to develop positive study habit.

e Support the development of independent learning skills, including the habits of enquiry and
investigation.

e Allow parents, carers and the school, to work in partnership for the benefit of their child.
e To practise or consolidate basic skills and knowledge, especially in Maths and English.

e Encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline needed to study
independently.

e To prepare Year 6 pupils for the transfer to secondary school.



The Nature of Homework
It should be noted that homework can be set in many different forms with many different expectations and

outcomes. Itis important toremember that when expecting and setting homework there are several points to
consider:

1. The nature and type of homework changes throughout a pupil’s school career.

2. Amount and frequency of homework should increase as a pupil gets older but this may also vary through
the school year and be appropriate to the ability of the child.

3. Homework should not cause undue stress on the pupil, family or the teacher
4. 1t will not necessarily come in the form of a written task.

5. Homework should be set regularly from the Foundation Stage to Year 6.
Recommended Time Allocation
Homework should never be too onerous nor should it ever create stress within the pupil’s family. If parents have
any concerns, they should not hesitate to contact the school.
Normally, more than one day will be allowed for the completion of a homework task, except where daily

practice is to be encouraged e.g. reading, spelling and times tables.

The following are the U.K. Department for Education recommendations as appropriate time allocations for
homework activities.

Years 1 and 2: 1 hour per week
Years 3 and 4: 1.5 hours per week

Years 5 and 6: 30 minutes per day



Homework Tasks

Listed below, for each Phase of The Regent Primary School, are a number of example tasks and activities that
might be given as homework. This is by no means an exhaustive list and is open to constant change, although
many of these tasks and activities will be used on a regular basis.

Homework activities will change to meet the needs of the pupils involved and activities that might be occurring
in class. All homework tasks and activities will have a clear purpose and assist pupils in the process of their
academic development.

Early Years Foundation Stage
These may include:

e Reading books and key words

e Counting up and down stairs, number of jumps, number of tins etc. etc.

e Reciting nursery and counting rhymes

e Identification of shapes in the environment

e Fastening and unfastening buttons and zips and tying shoelaces — getting dressed and undressed etc. etc

Year 1 and Year 2
These may include:

e Reading books and key words (books will be changed three times a week)

e Reading comprehension activities

e Research/investigative activities based around the unit

e Learning number facts

e English activities (SPAG, Fiction, Non-Fiction and Poetry)

e Maths activities including times table

e Real life Maths related problems e.g., shopping, car, bus and house numbers, use of T.V. remote control
e ‘Nando’s Homework (Appendix 1) activities such as baking a cake, designing a model, researching a topic
e Activities on Education city for children in all aspect of the curriculum.

Year 3 and Year 4
These may include:

e Reading (ORT books, Tree Top and Library books)

e Reading comprehension activities including sight words practice

e Research/investigative activities based around the unit

e English activities (SPAG, Fiction, Non-Fiction and Poetry)

e Maths activities including times table

e Handwriting practise

e ‘Nando’s Homework activities such as baking a cake, designing a model, researching a topic
e Activities on Education city for children in all aspect of the curriculum.



Year 5 and Year 6
They may include:

e Reading ( ORT books, Tree Top and Library books)
® Learningspellings

e ‘TalkHomework’thatinvolvesdiscussingthefocusforafuturepieceofwritingforexample
e Handwriting practise

e Reading comprehensionactivities

® Planning pieces ofwriting

® Planningpresentations

e Researchingtopics based around the unit

e Learning TimesTables

e Learning number facts and numberbonds

e Practicing calculation strategies learnedinclass

Role of the Class Teacher

e To provide an explanation of homework tasks to children and, when necessary, parents and give
guidance of how they might assist their child. This may be done by a note with the work, at a pre-school
parent meeting or at an open evening if possible.

e To set up regular homework in an easily followed routine.

o To set homework activities which will include both practical and written tasks.

e To monitor Reading Records to ensure regular reading at home. The parents of children not reading at
home or not completing homework will be contacted by the class teacher.

e To ensure that homework is set consistently across classes in the year group.

e To set homework that takes equal and racial opportunities into account.

e To ensure any homework is purposeful and links directly to the curriculum being taught.

e To reward and praise children who regularly complete homework tasks.

e To mark homework appropriately, when necessary and give feedback to pupils.

N.B. Whilst in the U.K. there is a legal responsibility for a school to set homework on a regular basis, the
school cannot enforce the completion of homework and therefore, will not punish children for failing to
complete some, or all of their homework.

Role of the Headmaster
To check compliance of the Policy

To meet and talk with parents when appropriate
To discuss with staff how far the policy is being successfully implemented



Role of Parents/Carers

e To support the school by ensuring that their child attempts the homework.

e To provide a suitable place for their child to carry out their homework.

e To encourage and praise their child when they have completed their homework.

e To become actively involved and support their child with homework activities.

e To make it clear that they value homework and they support the school by explaining how it can help
learning.

At the Regent Primary School, we are very keen for parents to support and help their children with homework.
We take the view that children are likely to get more out of an activity if parents get involved as long as they do
not take over too much. However, there are times when we will want to see what children can do on their own.
It is particularly important, as they get older, for children to become increasingly independent in their learning. If
a parent is unsure about what their role should be, they should discuss it with their child's teacher.

General
Wherever possible staff should mark any homework that is returned by pupils. This will help to give the whole
process of setting and completing homework a higher profile and status. It will also send out the message that

homework is an important and valued aspect of school life.

Marking homework is a way of keeping track of who has completed their homework, and giving them feedback
on how well they have met the objectives of the work.

However, marking may be done in a variety of forms, some of which will not be written. Feedback may be given
to individual pupils, or to groups of pupils.

If children are absent due to illness, we will not send homework home. We would assume the child was too ill to
work.

If a child is absent for a length of time e.g., with a broken leg, the teacher and the parent will agree what should
be done, how it should be marked and what sort of help needs to be given. In such circumstances the teacher
should consult the Head of Department and Senior Teacher first.

It is not possible to give homework when parents take holidays in term time.

Parents/Carers who have queries about homework should not hesitate to send a message on class dojo or make

an appointment to see their child’s class teacher.

Policy date Sept 2021 Review date Sept 2022



Appendix 1

'00q yJomawoy JnoA ul Jaad b
453} 0} 24DUDd3S SJIMSUD 4234407
Y4im suorysanb ayy aprm

*S4UWBNSDIW
24D.N22D P02 pup sa.nyaid MoaQ

(300q yJomauior
JnoA ur yno buisjiom Jnok moys

%00q %JOMaWO0Y JNOA 4IWGNS puD %22m Jad Syspy ¢ 242|dwo) j4spt 1 OH VYLX3, U0 §5D3| 4D

“Buy24p2 A2 pup aA14oUIOLUI
4! aypw ‘swuay Aay as/)

~sabowy pup sajonb apnjour
pjnoys nof “ysibu3z poob yyim
54904 24Dn2ID ‘14122dS apnjouT

~sanss) Aay uijdxa oy abvnbup|
anIsons.Jad asn pup suiay Aay
Jaquiawad ‘inoAp| Jaj43| D as/)

+dwa}4p pjnoys noA wuay Jjoy Auaa3 "ua}jo Aow yJomauwioy
Y4 2bu2||py2 Jo A{N2144Ip 2Y4 S1S2bbNS uataWo-1424 Y|

:MOJ2q NUAW 2y WoUf YJomawoy Jnok asooy)

“~sbulfjads uioa| o4
noA djay o4 Aupssojb b ap1um pup
spdom A2y Jo suoiiurjap ays pul

“BUIy24p2 242 puo
2AILDWIOUI 41 2YDW ‘SW.aay A3y
asn

“SUIDY
Aay apnjour oy Jaquiawad pup
Ay24p2 {nq aA1 DWIOUI 41 DWW

(300q syJomauioH
JnoA ur gno bupyiom Jnofk moys




